
Minutes 

Agricultural & Natural Resources Advisory Committee 

Thursday, July 11, 2013, at 9:00 am 
Charlotte County Administrative Center 

18500 Murdock Circle, Room #B-207 
Port Charlotte, FL  33948-1094 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT 

Andy Dodd, Chairman 

Orrin Webb, Secretary 

Dan Ryals 

Chris Hencher 

Matthew Sullivan, Jr.  

Lindsey Harrington 

Steve Smith 

 

MEMBERS EXCUSED 

Wes Brumback, Vice Chairman 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT 

 

 

GUEST 

Tara Poulton, SWFWMD 

Barbara Carlton 

Ron Hamel 

 

STAFF 

Matt Trepal, Staff Liaison 

Ralph Mitchell, Staff Liaison, Extension Service 

Claire Jubb, Customer Services Manager, Building Construction Services Division 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 

The July 11, 2013, meeting of the Agricultural and Natural Resources Advisory Committee 

was called to order at 9:10 a.m. by Chairman Dodd who noted that there was a quorum present.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Chairman Dodd asked to have the minutes approved; Mr. Sullivan moved approval of the 

minutes of the May 9, 2013 meeting, second by Mr. Ryals.  The motion carried with a unanimous 

vote. 
 
COMMISSIONER COMMENTS   

Chairman Dodd noted that Commissioner Duffy would not be able to attend. 

 

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO AGENDA  

None. 

 

NEW BUSINESS  
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 Unified Land Development Code 

Chairman Dodd asked Mr. Trepal to update the group on this matter.  Mr. Trepal noted that 

the draft Code had been put the County’s website and described how to access it.  He noted 

that this draft collects all the land-related items wherever they appear in the current Code and 

pulls them into a single place, a unified Code.  He pointed out that the draft still has elements 

that are not yet complete enough to be presented as part of the Draft now online, but they will 

be added as they are completed.  He also noted that while it is in PDF form (and comments 

may be provided via email to the dedicated uldc@charlottefl.com address, the material is also 

going to be available soon on an interactive site where comments can be added online, 

somewhat like the Comprehensive Plan worked.  Mr. Trepal next described the public input 

meetings that were planned for the next three months.  Chairman Dodd asked if the dates 

had been set yet, and Mr. Trepal responded that he would provide the meeting date 

information before the meeting ended this morning.  There was further discussion about the 

review tools available online, including the tables which give details about the changes which 

have been made.  Chairman Dodd noted that while he had not studied the draft Code in depth 

at this point, he did recognize that the only places it was likely to affect AG was within the 

sections on Conservation Subdivision standards.   

 

OLD BUSINESS  

 

 Proposed Article XXIII Excavation and Earthmoving  

Chairman Dodd next spoke about presentation of this part of the Code to the Planning and 

Zoning Board with reference to Ms. Vernon’s staff memo covering the presentation, which gave 

a brief outline of the changes made.  Brief discussion followed. 

 

 Floodplain Ordinance  

Chairman Dodd indicated he had spoken to Mr. Niehofer at the Farm Bureau, and understood 

that a few other counties were engaged in the same changes; he noted that Ms. Jubb, who 

manages the process for Charlotte County had told him that the draft was still out on the 

internet awaiting response.  It’s in a ‘holding pattern’ for now, and probably will come on to be 

decided by the Board after the Unified Land Development Code.   

   

CORRESPONDENCE AND COMMUNICATIONS 

None. 

   

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Ms. Tara Poulton, Southwest Florida Water Management District, introduced herself as the 

replacement to Terri Behling who was promoted within the District.  She noted she was here today 

representing the District’s FARMS team. 

 

STAFF COMMENTS  

Mr. Ralph Mitchell of the Charlotte County Extension Service passed around some documentation 

promoting Green Industries Best Management Practices, and mentioned a number of other 

programs and activities that would be of interest to the group. 

 

Mr. Trepal then gave the meeting dates and times for the upcoming public input meetings on the 

ULDC.  [Recording secretary’s note:  Subsequently to the establishment of this schedule, the 

Commission required the use of Room B-106 on the day reserved for the ULDC Roundtable 

meeting, so that particular meeting will not be held in B-106, but will take place in the Building 

Construction Services large conference room instead.] 

 

mailto:uldc@charlottefl.com
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MEMBER COMMENTS   

Mr. Sullivan stated he had received a call from John McQueen regarding a visit they had from 

Animal Control concerning a cow that had become dehydrated and died, and apparently had Mr. 

McQueen arrested as a result.  The group members expressed their extreme displeasure over the 

episode, and the prospect that this could affect any one of them or their operations.  He noted that 

such livestock deaths happen from time to time on acreage, and that they are accidents; he noted 

that State lands have many deer and other animals on them and wondered whether any charges 

are made against agents of the State when any of these animals is injured, ill or dies, as surely 

happens.  Chairman Dodd provided more detail on the circumstances, and further discussion 

ensued.  Mr. Webb spoke in support of Mr. McQueen, and mentioned some measures that the 

Cattlemen’s Association was working on in this respect.  It was determined that the action against 

Mr. McQueen was embodied in state statute, and that the County’s ordinances mirror the state law. 

 

FUTURE MEETING TOPICS   

None. 

 

GUEST COMMENTS 

None. 

 

NEXT MEETING 
 September 12, 2013 at 9:00 a.m. in Room B-207 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:08 a.m. as moved by Mr. Hencher and seconded by Mr. 

Sullivan.  

 

 

To be approved by the Committee on:  

September 12, 2013 

 

 
Approved by the Committee on 

September 12, 2013 and accepted by  

the Secretary: 

 

 

 

 

____________________________ 
 

 


